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e.RAILS

The African Portal on Agriculture

www.erails.net

1. Backgound
2. A glance at the features

• The gateway
• The search window
• Country-views
• Account-page
• The individual - Site
• Structure
• Some benefits of the eRAILS

3. Partners

e.Rails
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eRAILS Specific objectives:
• Promote local contents development, management and 

dissemination

• Promote open access to local contents

• Facilitate information and knowledge sharing, and collaboration 

among African stakeholders

• Facilitate linkages and access of African stakeholders to major 

knowledge resources and technologies related to agriculture;

• Facilitate learning among RAILS teams across the African region

eRAILS: A glance at the features

The concept…

Individuals & Org. create sites

The user’s backend allows to:
• edit and design sites and pages, 
• provide links to external web-resources
• classify information

All the sites are linked and searchable 
through a single gateway
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Gateway

Country 1 Country 2 Country n

Site 2

Site 1

Account 1

Account 2

Account 1 Account 1

Pages

Link to external webresources

The Structure

Exemple de site: http://www.erails.net/MG/ctha/carottes/

1. eRails.net – the African Portal on Agriculture
2. A glance at the features

• The gateway
• The search window
• Country-views
• Account-page
• The individual - Site
• Structure

3. Potential
4. A Collaboration of partners

RAILS focal points 
manage accounts in 
their country

Allows actors from 
Agriculture to request 
an account to create
various sites 
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Free text search 
and filters

List of links to external websites, 
bookmarked on the selected 
e.Rails pages. 
• Use the e.Rails search to tune the list. 
• Use the external search to 
search related sites. 

Pages found in 
e.Rails

1. eRails.net – the African Portal on Agriculture
2. A glance at the features

• The gateway
• The search window
• Country-views
• Account-page
• The individual - Site
• Structure

3. Potential
4. A Collaboration of partners

Accounts of 
individuals and 
organisations 
registered 
in this country

Country information 
managed by the 
country 
administrator
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The country 
Admin 
manages 
the 
national 
portal

Global news 
sticker

1. eRails.net – the African Portal on Agriculture
2. A glance at the features

• The gateway
• The search window
• Country-views
• Account-page
• The individual - Site
• Structure

3. Potential
4. A Collaboration of partners

Individual sites 
created by account 
owners
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Individual site

1. eRails.net – the African Portal on Agriculture
2. A glance at the features

• The gateway
• The search window
• Country-views
• Account-page
• The individual - Site
• Structure

3. Potential
4. A Collaboration of partners

Menu with two 
hierarchies

Content can be 
individually designed

Adapt logo 
and titles 

Search: this site 
and related 
external pages
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External 
websites
open in a frame
and are 
searchable

External 
websites
can be opened in 
a new window

Some Benefits

• Easy creation of web sites and fewer concerns 

about technical aspects: development, design,

• Programming, hosting, maintenance, etc.

• Increased visibility of your sites at the 

continental and international levels

• Free hosting for your website

• Ability to receive comments and suggestions 

from users on your site
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Some Benefits

• Ability to integrate your existing web site and 

make it accessible to search engine

• Being part of a continental community and 

benefit from the experience of other colleagues

• Get an online technical support when needed

Regional
• FARA
Sub-regional
• SRO’s: ASARECA, SADC/FANR, CORAF
National
• RAILS National Teams (Extension, Research, NGOs, 

Ministries, University, Medias, Farmers organizations
• NARS Stakeholders (Network, etc.)
• Etc.
International
• BLE – ISICAD
• AfDB
• FAO
• IAALD
• Etc.

eRAILS Partners
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Start your eRAILS site now!!

www.erails.net

‘‘The African Portal on Agriculture‘‘


